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American Studies Summer Program

For Zhejiang University Undergraduates
July, 12- August 1, 2010
Indiana University Bloomington (IUB) offers students a rich tradition and excellent academic opportunities. IU offers more than 200 master’s, doctoral and graduate professional degree programs and is a leader in information technology.  
Established in 1820, IU Bloomington is known around the world for its contributions in research and the arts and its top-ranked academic programs.  IU programs that are ranked by various publications among the top ten in the United States include: analytical chemistry, applied health science, environmental policy and management, finance, informatics, journalism, library and information science, music, nuclear physics, optometry, public health, public affairs, clinical and experimental psychology and several social science and humanities disciplines.  Programs ranked among the top 20 include the Kelley School of Business (ranked 11th overall), American literature, American politics, cognitive science, creative writing, history and psychology. 

 Besides outstanding academic programs, IU has other unique resources in the area of American Studies, many of which were utilized by the first summer study group from Zhejiang University.  The University has a well-known American Studies Center; the unique Lilly Library of rare books; a main library which is the 12th largest in the US; the I.M. Pei-designed IU Art Museum rated as one of the top five university-based art collections in the country, and the world-renowned IU Jacobs School of Music with regular productions of classical music, opera, and contemporary jazz by American composers. We will draw upon outstanding faculty and staff from all of these programs to share their insights with this year’s participants.  
Among the new features added to this year’s program are:

· Opportunity to be hosted in local homes for two/three days 

· Interacting with local citizens in everyday experiences such as a soccer tournament, the county fair, and on-campus student life
·  A four-day cultural immersion experience in Chicago

While the focus of the Summer Program will include cultural dimensions of the United States, the sessions will go far beyond this through an examination of current US economic issues, political trends, business practices, journalism and the media, and technology in the workplace and education.  To enrich the experience, the program will also take full advantage of IU’s excellent facilities such as its Student Recreation Sports Center, Bradford Woods Outdoor & Leadership Center, and an active local soccer community.
A typical day would begin with a language and vocabulary review specifically related to the topic of the day.  A trained ESL instructor would facilitate these sessions. Daily readings would be distributed to participants at the start of the program and would be the basis for these sessions.  The readings would allow students to become familiar with commonly used expressions, in for example business or law, for the day’s main topic.   
The ESL section would be followed by the main morning session of formal presentations by professors and other specialists.  These presentations would be interactive and include discussions.  A special dimension would be the opportunity for participants not only to attend classes, but each day to observe or participate in events like local government meetings, a visit to state government in Indianapolis, sessions with newspaper editors, working professionals, and advertising executives.  We would expect participants to keep notes or a journal of these events and to use them in small group discussion sessions again with the assistance of the ESL facilitator.  
For participants interested in attending American universities for graduate study the program would include a session introducing students to US graduate schools.  Indiana University has a number of experts who deal with admission requirements for US graduate schools, scholarships etc.  We will include workshops on application procedures to American Universities, how to prepare for the GRE and TOEFL, visa requirements and an overview of American graduate life. 
Of course, there will be cultural and social activities such as attending concerts and sporting events and visiting museums.  The Bloomington campus is full of activity during the summer months, and we are located just a couple of blocks from the downtown area.
The housing for the participants will be in single rooms in the Ashton Dormitory located on the Bloomington campus.  Each student will be provided with a meal card to obtain meals on campus at either a cafeteria or food court. During the last few days in Bloomington, participants will be hosted by culturally-sensitive local families, where a real understanding of the American way of life can be gained.  
The final component will be an immersion into city-life in Chicago, where participants will stay in a down-town hotel and visit cultural sites, famous landmarks, and other places of personal interest.  
The three-week program would be centered around five key concepts
· Economics and Business

· US Political structures
· Media and Journalism
· Science and Technology

· Popular Culture

 

The on-site visits throughout the program would include

· The Mayor and City Council Office in Bloomington

· The State House in Indianapolis

· Non profit community groups
· Newspaper editors
· Businesses, advertising and commercial centers

Cultural and social activities

· Sports, including the chance for six participants to represent Zheziang University in a local soccer tournament
· Music, where summer activity stimulated by our world-class School of Music is in full flow
· Museums in Bloomington, Indianapolis & Chicago
· Outdoor activities, including creative outdoor adventures at Bradford Woods 
Faculty Presenters 
· School of Law

· Kelley School of Business

· School of Informatics
· School of Journalism 
· College of Arts and Sciences
Outline of typical day

8:30 – 9:30 am Small group discussion and vocabulary review of topic for the day facilitated by an ESL expert.  There would be one reading / article for each topic.  Participants would also keep a journal in English recording their reflections / thoughts on each day.
10:00 – 12:00 pm Topic of the Day:  IU Professor or experts give short lecture.  Other activities could include discussion or simulation game. 
12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch

2:00 – 5:00 pm   Site visits. For example if the topic is US journalism the group may visit local newspaper office and talk to editors and reporters and also visit local television station.

6:00 pm Dinner

Evening: Optional cultural activity.  This could be Opera, Jazz or Classical Music concert.  IU has one of the top-ranked Schools of Music in the US and we have frequent musical events.  Or movies, dance, etc. During our two one-day trips to Indianapolis, there will be extra opportunity for dining and shopping into the evening hours.  
Cost
Cost of the basic program and the Chicago 3-day visit would be about $3,100 per student and includes:
· A 16-day program with all arrangements made and administrative support provided

· Housing (single-occupancy) in Ashton dormitory.
· Meal card.   This would cover most meals on-campus.  We will provide some meals outside of campus.
· Contracted private bus for long distance trips, including arrival at the Indianapolis airport (around 50 miles from Bloomington), day trips to Indianapolis and  local transportation to most events off-campus, other than personal leisure activities.  Departure would be from the Indianapolis airport.
· Transportation to the city from Bloomington, hotel (triple occupancy), lunch and dinner provided, a three day pass on sightseeing buses in Chicago.
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